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ICON HONORS 2014 
GHTA/GIFT FOR LIFE HONOR OF EXCELLENCE 

TO THE LATE ALBERT MASLIA 

ATLANTA, June 18, 2014—The late Albert David Maslia will be named the 

GHTA/Gift for Life Honor of Excellence recipient at the fifth annual ICON 

HONORS celebration on Thursday, July 10, 2014 at the Atlanta Marriott 

Marquis. 

 
Maslia, who at his April 9, 2014 passing was Managing Director of Retail 

Services for AmericasMart® Atlanta, was a veteran retailer having begun his 

long career at Rich’s department store, and later going on to found the highly 

successful Linen Loft and Social Expressions specialty-store chains.  The 

GHTA/Gift for Life Honor of Excellence is named by independent action of the 

judges, at their sole discretion and initiation, from the field of ACHIEVEMENT 

nominees.  

 
“Albert was, and is, an absolutely irreplaceable presence of vitality, energy 

and optimism,” notes Jeffrey L. Portman, Sr., vice chairman, president and 

chief operating officer of AmericasMart Atlanta, the founder and primary 

sponsor of ICON HONORS.  “His imprint on who we are, and what we do as 

an industry, is unmistakable and indelible.  His life and legacy touches all of us 

in many, many ways,” Portman adds. 

 
An Atlanta native, Maslia worked at the venerated Rich's Department Store 

from 1952 to 1978.  He began in the training program as a shoe salesman in 

the basement and worked through the ranks to become a senior vice 

president and member of the Board of Directors. 

 
After 26 years at Rich's, he left to create two well-known and successful local 

retail chains      ocial Expressions and The Linen Loft.  After 22 years at Social 

Expressions, growing the business to 14 stores in the metro-Atlanta area and 

selling the chain to American Greetings, Maslia moved on to become the 

Managing Director of Retail Services for AmericasMart, a retail 
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instructor at the Goizueta Business School at Emory University and a consultant for a variety of 

organizations including American Greetings and the Small Business Administration. 

 
Always committed to assisting and empowering the Atlanta community, Maslia was involved with a 

variety of associations, boards and committees such as: the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, 

Lenox Square Merchants' Association, Underground Atlanta Merchants' Association, Emory University 

Business School Alumni Board, Marine Toys for Tots Foundation, Congregation Or VeShalom 

Synagogue, Buckhead Business Association, City of Atlanta Board of Zoning Adjustment, Fulton 

County Board of Assessors, Chick-fil-A Peach Bowl and Cornerstone Bank of Atlanta. 

 
Part of his legacy to his wife of 60 years, Lucy, his four children Dianne, Elise, Stephanie and Darryl, 

his 12 grandchildren and great-grandson, was his fervent belief that people are more important than 

things.  Throughout this life and career, Maslia stuck by his ideals and mentored countless friends and 

colleagues to do the same. 

 
The ICON HONORS 2014 celebration is scheduled for Thursday, July 10 at the Atlanta Marriott 

Marquis.  Please visit www.AmericasMartICONHONORS.com for details.  Tickets and tables are on 

sale at http://www.AmericasMartICONHONORS.com/tickets. 

 

ABOUT AMERICASMART 
  
AmericasMart Atlanta is the nation’s only global wholesale marketplace housing the world’s single-largest 
collection of home, gift, area rug and apparel merchandise. The largest of AmericasMart’s 14 annual Markets 
and shows, The Atlanta International Gift & Home Furnishings Market and The Atlanta International Area Rug 
Market in January and July are the ignition switch for global retailing with buyers from every U.S. state and more 
than 90 countries discovering product in more than 1,400 showrooms and more than 2,500 temporary exhibiting 
companies. ICON HONORS, the home and gift industry’s most celebrated recognition program, is produced and 
staged annually by AmericasMart.  
 
Located in downtown Atlanta, the AmericasMart complex contains more than seven million square feet of space. 
It’s a huge global stage on which manufacturers, designers and sales representatives unveil new lines, launch 
new designs and introduce new categories – all for the benefit of buyers seeking all that is fresh and first in the 
home, rug, gift and apparel arenas. For more information, please visit www.AmericasMart.com. Follow us 
@AmericasMartATL or @AtlantaApparel.  
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